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The global environmental crisis may destroy ’’the American dream” unless that dream e- 
volves to include an awareness of the social consequences of unrestricted economic growth, 
the president of the Ecological Society of America said recently in a speech at the Univer­
sity of Montana.
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Dr. F. Herbert Bormann, Oastler Professoi/ Forest Ecology at Yale University, said gov­
ernments committed to a policy of economic growth at the highest possible rate are hindering 
efforts to control population growth and have caused increased pressures to expand technol­
ogy beyond the capacity of the environment.
The earth has a limited amount of natural resources, such as air, water, soil, minerals 
and space, he said, and unhindered growth patterns are exerting major pressures on these 
resources.
Bormann said pressures on other aspects of world resources are also evident. Until a 
few decades ago, man thought the overall functioning of the biosphere, or natural life sup­
port systems, was immune to human disturbance. But the advent of the nuclear age has af­
fected the whole surface of the world as pollutants and radioactivity unleashed into the 
atmosphere cause changes in the world’s ecosystems, he said.
Spreading urbanism, pollution and competing land uses also are lessening the availa­
bility of productive land, Bormann continued.
Growing population and technology are having profound, if subtle effects on man!s 
psychoshere,, or the patterns of thought and human behavior, he added.
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"Our approach to life and to each other is influenced by the way we regard things 
around us," he said.
Dr. Bormann said he feels loss of clean air and water, loss of productive land and 
natural beauty, increasing noise and garbage and decaying cities must influence man's at­
titudes toward himself and toward other people.
The problem is international, according to the Yale professor.
America has learned through the Vietnam War, that she canPot police the world, but 
America and all other countries must stop exercising policies that keep them from working 
to solve the fundamental problems of the global environment, he said.
America is in the best position to rebuild society, Bormann continued, because of her 
history of free discussion, her vast educational and technologic resources, her extraor­
dinary communications and her historical concern about men.
Bormann said Americans, as individual citizens, must ask themselves what they want from 
life, what kind of society should exist and whether man's techological brilliance frees him 
from a fundamental dependence on nature.
"The real business of the next 30 years is the development of a new American dream, a 
new kind of society," Bormann explained.
This must be a society, he said, "in which we can regulate our own population, one 
where we will enjoy the fruits of techology but where out technology is in harmony with the 
maintenance of the biosphere, and where all citizens are guaranteed a decent environment 
and a maximum opportunity for individual fulfillment."
Bormann's visit to UM was sponsored by the IJM School of Forestry under its Visiting 
Fellow in Enviommental Management Program.
